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Reaction to Mr. Peter Liese’s draft report 
for the EP ENVI Committee on the setting 
up of a new EU Emissions Trading System 
for Buildings and Road Transport1 
 

General remarks 
This paper aims at providing SMEunited’s views on the draft report that Mr. Peter Liese 
presented to the EP ENVI Committee on the revision of the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS) 
only as far as the setting up of a new ETS for buildings and road transport is concerned (ETS2).  
 
In this framework, SMEunited highlights that the precondition for the adoption of the ETS2 are 
the availability and the fast and full deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure (AFIR) all over 
the EU as well as the development of other greener instrument such as alternative fuels 
available at reasonable prices and stimulating the market for electric vehicles. Without these 
measures European SMEs will be unable  to comply with the new system and will be burdened 
by new, higher costs that cannot be offset and, consequently, they will suffer very serious 
repercussions on their competitiveness and hence on the EU’s real economy. 
 

Considerations on specific blocks of amendments: 
 

Extension of the ETS2 to all fuels: 
In principle SMEunited supports the inclusion of all fuels in the ETS2 because this ensures a 
level playing field in the internal market. However, a previous impact assessment should be 
carried out to understand the implications of this extension on the SMEs using these other fuels. 
 

 

1  Part of the Proposal for a DIRECTIVE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL 
amending Directive 2003/87/EC establishing a system for greenhouse gas emission allowance trading 
within the Union, Decision (EU) 2015/1814 concerning the establishment and operation of a market 
stability reserve for the Union greenhouse gas emission trading scheme and Regulation (EU) 2015/757 
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Anticipation of the ETS2 for commercial activities: 
SMEunited does not support the anticipation of the ETS2 for commercial activities by 1 year 
and prefers the original timing of the Commission’s proposal. This is due to the fact that this 
original timing would already be very challenging for SMEs even if the full deployment of the 
alternative fuels infrastructure (AFIR) took place before the start of the ETS2. An anticipation 
of the start date is, therefore, not realistic. On the contrary, SMEunited fully supports the 
anticipation of the operation of the Social Climate Fund in order to prepare SMEs hit by the 
implementation of the ETS2.  
 

Postponement of the ETS2 for private road transport and 
residential buildings: 
SMEunited does not support the postponement of the entry into force of the ETS2 for private 
road transport and residential buildings. First of all, this does not ensure a level playing field in 
the internal market and secondly this measure would not be consistent with the EU policy to 
fight climate change. As a matter of fact the private sector heavily generates greenhouse gas 
emissions both in transport and in heating and cooling of buildings. 
 

Direct links of the Social Climate Fund with the ETS2:  
SMEunited supports both the increase of the size of the Social Climate Fund when the 
auctioning revenues of the ETS2 increase and the fact that the Social Climate Fund is managed 
outside the EU budget. This will ensure the allocation of the real amounts to the social actors 
more in need of support and will guarantee a better transparency of how the fund is used.  

Allocation of the revenues of the ETS2: 
SMEunited supports the proposal that not only 25% of the revenues from the ETS2 are used for 
the EU Social Climate Fund but that also the remaining 75% is spent in line with the criteria of 
the Social Climate Fund in the respective Member States. In principle, this will result in more 
support for microenterprises and consumers faced with the implementation of the new system. 
However, it is necessary to ensure mandatory mechanisms to guarantee that the funding will 
be really channelled to the microbusiness which are hit the hardest, such as the ones in the 
transport sector.  
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